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Book the Month Club---August Selection 


Welles, Sumner. The Time for Decision. Harper. July 


19, 1944. $3.00. 


Former Under-Secretary State Welles could hardly 
have picked more opportune time for his work the 
recent international affairs the world. The book serves 
twofold purpose: first, give Mr. Welles’ reasons for 
the débacle which followed the last World War; second, 
relate Mr. Welles’ personal part those events which 
led the present war. Mr. Welles then summarizes 
the major evils the day and expounds his solutions for 
them. Probably few authors today can draw upon the 
wealth experience and the personal 
sessed him. discussing what might have been, 
Welles not harsh dealing with Wilson other 
contemporary writers such Walter Lippmann. 
error, Welles believes, consisted his not obtaining inter- 
Allied agreement upon the Covenant the League prior 
the Armistice. One his other errors was the dense 
secrecy with which Wilson and Lloyd George surrounded 
the negotiations partly because their fear political 
reverberations back home. But much the failure 
Versailles, according the author, was due the pur- 
poseful evasion its terms the German General Staff 
which Mr. Welles believes already planning bright 
new day after the present defeat. Like many other au- 
thors the day, Mr. Welles has greater appreciation 
the efforts Clemenceau put through the plan offered 
Bourgeois for armed supervision Germany for 
definite period time. 


handling American neglect during the twenties, the 
author finds that the Washington Arms Conference 
minated Secretary State Hughes was the only con- 
structive note. now the fashion excoriate the 
Conference but Mr. Welles believes that the vicious 


circle armament was ever broken, that was the 
time make the effort. But without supervision backed 
guarantees, the work Hughes went for nought. All 
other disarmament conferences suffered from the same 
defect. This lack desire the part public opinion 
both here and abroad back wishes 
tions such the Briand-Kellogg pact, was the fateful 
error our times. Mr. Welles states over and again that 
the mere will peace does not constitute the achievement 
it. Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover, declares, let 
the peace default. appreciation the factors 
involved was had until the inauguration President 
Roosevelt. Welles goes great lengths show that 
Roosevelt’s handling our foreign policy was correct 
every detail. However, does lament the fact that 
American public opinion was woefully misinformed 
unaware the basic issues which confronted the United 
States its foreign policy. Domestic issues took 
much thought and effort that the world around seemed 
hardly worth bothering about many. Yet, why the 
President and the Department State did not embark 
upon more vigorous program enlightenment this 
respect subject Mr. Welles skims over very lightly. 
When necessary, Mr. Welles does find errors our recent 
policies but when does blames them the isola- 
tionists. case point our policy with respect the 
Spanish Civil War. Mr. Welles believes that our attitude 
with respect the Franco government was all wrong 
that the Loyalists should have been supplied with arms 
and full recognition. the other hand, advocates 
the adoption the Estrada doctrine our relations with 
the Americas that any rebel group which gained the 
upper hand would once recognized legal govern- 
ment our State Department. This cited case 
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point which would have relieved much embar- 
rassment dealing with the Batista government Cuba 
which like and the Machada regime which dis- 
liked but which had been the government power prior 
the Batista regime. other words, Mr. Welles sets 
two standards, one for the recognition the governments 
Europe, the other for recognition new régimes 
the Americas. 


The author’s major thesis that the Good Neighbor 
regional policy which have followed should taken 
the constructive theme for future development inter- 
national relations. Russia, for example, might act 
Good Neighbor its Balkan neighbors. Just how this 
could achieved Mr. Welles does not state but does 
believe that the U.S.S.R. contains great possibilities both 
for good and for Only cooperation with Russia 
international organization does think that lasting 
peace can achieved. Mr. Welles’ treatment the 
Polish situation would give the Poles East Prussia, elimi- 
nate the Polish Corridor, and adjust the eastern boundary 
such way give Poland only regions which 
predominantly Polish populations lived. this point 
the author mixes two aims, one self-determination and 
the other security. Thus says (p. 333) “The Soviet 
government entitled determine its frontiers with 
view its essential security and with regard for the right 
self-determination the part the peoples inhabiting 
the regions concerned”. The plain fact that these two, 
“self-determination” and not always mix, 
particularly the Balkan and the Baltic region, does not 
enter the author’s calculations. 


The book contains proposed solutions for practically every 
world problem, ranging from India through the Palestine 
problem. India would set free, Mr. Welles believes 
England has promised. Palestine would union 
Jews and Arabs within autonomous state and federa- 
tive system would link Palestine, Syria, the Lebanon and 
Transjordania. Mr. Welles’ proposal for Japan summed 
(p. 304) his statement that the first prerequisite 
peace the East effective world organization; second, 
the continued disarmament Japan; third, the establish- 
ment international agreement liberal economic 
cies which will afford the Japanese people outlet for 
their abilities and their enterprise. His treatment Ger- 
many would much more drastic the political sense 
that would separate East Prussia. The rest Ger- 
many would then divided into three parts, one new 
state Southern Germany, comprising the former sov- 
ereign nations Bavaria, Wuerttemberg, Baden, and 
Hesse-Darmstedt together with the Rhineland and the 
Saar. The population this region would predomi- 
nantly Catholic. This proposal agrees rather thoroughly 
with that made Jacques Maritain except that Maritain 
and Friedrich Foerster would give this Southern German 
state predominance power offset Prussian mili- 
tarism. The second state would consist Upper Hesse, 
Thuringia, Westphalia, Hanover, Oldenburg, and Ham- 
burg. The last state would formed Prussia, Mecklen- 
burg, and Saxony. Whether this new system could over- 
come the effects the planning the German General 
Staff which Mr. Welles believes well into the process 
already planning for the next war 
proposal, however, which deserves serious considera- 
tion the “German menace” ended. Going into 
some detail this question, Welles believes that through 
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its knowledge gained conquest business organization, 
the Germans will use the theory “indirect complicity”, 
that is, traitors key industries throughout the world 
would link their interests with those the German 
eral Staff. “In all Welles states, “the first 
stratagem the German military command will 
stimulate throughout Germany the growth Commu- 
nism its world-revolutionary form. Conditions will 
favor it. The establishment Communistic governments 
such type foregone conclusion provided the 
United Nations forces occupation make objection. 
The establishment within Germany Communism 
the Trotskyist, world-revolutionary, type would give 
the German General Staff precisely the advantages will 
seek. For, after the war over, all the occupied coun- 
tries Europe and many countries other parts the 
world will seething with social unrest result 
economic prostration. new German Communism, fur- 
thering the doctrines world revolution and directed 
the cold and ruthless brains the German General Staff, 
would find many parts the world situation made 
order for the purpose Pan-Germanism.” 
longed period occupation and supervision Germany 
United Nations organization the answer, Mr. Welles 
believes. 

One could wish that Part Three the book dealing with 
World Organization and the role the United States 
could have been expanded and elaborated greater de- 
Mr. Welles would prefer the working arrangements 
between the United Nations carried over into peace- 
time rather than have League Covenant come into full 
bloom once. But long before the end the war, 
states that the United Nations must agree upon pro- 
visional organization knit them firmly together and 
become the nucleus the organization the future. 
order that the major military powers enabled carry 
while affording other members the United Nations 
full right share all other decisions, Mr. Welles would 
establish executive council composed eleven 
bers, four represent the major powers, the rest repre- 
sent regional groupings within Europe, the Americas, the 
Near and Middle East and the Far East. Africa would 
grouped with the Near and Middle East and the British 
Dominions would have separate representation. This pro- 
visional Executive Council would entrusted with the 
immediate problems the peace and the formation 
permanent international organization. One its greatest 
problems would the creation Security and Arma- 
ments Commission supervise control and eventual dis- 
armament. discussing “The Part Must Play”, 
Welles believes that our foreign policy must guided 
willingness participate world organization; the reten- 
tion the inter-American system; the continued existence 
the British Commonwealth Nations (as distinct from 
the British Empire); the protection the eastern coast 
the United States; policy close collaboration with 
Russia and China; friendship with France; and super- 
vision Germany and Japan. The islands the Pacific 
would controlled international mandate. Economi- 
cally, Welles declares for freer system world trade, 
the end the Ottawa agreement system and Smoot- 
Hawley tariffs. 

Not the least valuable part the book the personal 
account Mr. Welles’ visit Europe 1940, his visits 
with Count Ciano being particularly interesting. His visit 
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with the Holy Father left him with the conviction 
“one the constructive forces working for the regenera- 
tion mankind will the present Pope and many 
those about him”. Welles’ description the inter-Ameri- 
can system one the best found short space. 


Altogether, the book well worth reading and considera- 
Welles has rare combination idealism and 
realism. The book written style understandable 
even reader the Chicago Tribune. read many 
Americans might serve textbook for the last twenty- 
five years and might also conducive the intelligent 
thinking upon which any good foreign policy must rest. 


James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 


* 


Pennell, Joseph Stanley. The History Rome Hanks and 
Kindred Matters. Scribners. July 17, 1944. 363p. $2.75. 


James Joyce’s body lies the ground, but 
his technique goes marching on. The History Rome 
Hanks left-handed descendant Ulysses—left-handed 
that less incoherent and makes occasional bow 
(or gives nod toward) convention. But the old reli- 
able Joyce method here its essentials: The stream-of- 
consciousness type narration; the dwelling physically 
repellent sights and smells; the “realism” that relies for 
its “strength” largely profusion vulgar and profane 
words, spiced with few obscene ones; the story which 
starts from nowhere particular and through hundreds 
closely-printed pages brought destination close 
proximity its point departure; the moral that human 
life empty fraud. 


Lee Harrington, the narrator, had been wont 
vaguely grandfather who, the War Between the 
States, charged with Pickett at—was Shiloh, Bull 
was not exactly sure. Nor did much care, 
until beautiful, elusive Christa Schell showed con- 
temptuously tolerant remark that she did not take 
Grandpa Harrington seriously. Then Lee set marshal 
his recollections his forebears and add his knowl- 
edge them. The result the present volume, which 
“Rome” (Romulus) Hanks, Lee’s great-grandfather, the 
outstanding and only admirable figure. 


Lee’s chief source information about Rome Hanks 
the Rev. Thomas Wagnal, half-mad and wholly incredible 
retired Episcopalian minister, who was surgeon the 
117th Infantry Shiloh, and now maunders Lee 
about his highly unclerical youth, they sit drinking raw 
whiskey out communion cups. Two things stand out 
vividly Wagnal’s memories: the hideous, sickening as- 
pect battle carnage and the quietly heroic character 
Rome Hanks, the brave, calm, steady officer, man 
lean and follow. 


Wagnal’s recollections also provide foil for his hero 
Hanks the villainous Clint Belton. Belton, brother 
Major-General Belknap, who, Grant’s Secretary 
War, resigned under threat Congressional investi- 
gation into his allegedly corrupt administration office. 
The real Belknap lies under heavy suspicion dishonesty, 
but Mr. Pennell makes the fictional Clint Belton coward 
and murderer boot—which seems little hard 
Clint’s prototype. 


Pennell Tregaskis 


Rome Hanks’ daughter married Tom Beckham, Lee’s 
maternal grandfather, and Wagnal remembers good deal 
about Tom, who was Philadelphia Zouave and fought 
the Seven Days’ Battle, during McClellan’s vain attempt 
take Richmond 1862. 


Concerning his Southern ancestors, Lee draws the 
memory Great-Uncle Pink Harrington, who'tells, along 
with much—too much—else, how young Jud Harrington, 
Lee’s paternal grandfather, came into the war with the 
86th North Carolina, went “high-water-mark” with 
Pickett Gettysburg, and ended his career making coffins 
Kansas. 


Lee Harrington intersperses among the quoted verbal 
memoirs Parson Wagnal and Great-Uncle Pink his own 
meditations his diseased body, his remembrances the 
St. Louis red-light district, and his thoughts his feeble 
and frustrated love affair with Christa Schell, whose weary 
remark, “I’m sure your grandfather must have been fine 
old Southern gentleman”, first set Lee off adventuring into 
family history. 


The book ends with Lee’s attempt make his mind 
destroy four sonnets had written Christa’s praise. 
Unfortunately, fails his effort, and the sonnets are 
set down for full. 


Mr. Pennell, now lieutenant the Army, has turn 
for vivid writing. When gets over his youthful affecta- 
tion pessimism, learns that vulgarity not necessary 
genuine “realism”, and shakes off the fetters con- 
ventional unconventionality, has good chance 
going high among American writers. Swift, reading 
his latter years The Tale Tub, muttered: “What 
genius had!” Mr. Pennell, lives twenty-five years 
more and looks then into Rome Hanks, will probably 
mutter: “What bilious young ass used pretend 
be!” 


The History Rome Hanks will harm mature 

readers with strong stomachs who like ghastly descriptions 

the ugliest side war. Whether its reading will 

anyone any good this reviewer highly questionable. 
Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Tregaskis, Richard. Invasion Diary. Random House. 


Aug. 14, $2.75. 


Doubtless this new work will compared with the au- 
thor’s tremendously successful Guadalcanal Diary. Un- 
fortunately this book not repeater. That partly 
due the fact much more complete general news 
coverage the Italian campaign; partly the greater 
scope that campaign that one journalist could not 
possibly cover comprehensively from his own observa- 
tions; partly because the number war correspondents’ 
books has increased greatly that new title today must 
offer much more coverage actual events and inter- 
pretation than this one does assure large sales. 


Invasion Diary day-by-day account the Sicilian and 
Italian campaign from July Nov. 22, 1943. 
much detail possible from the author’s observation and 
from the releases the Public Relations Office Mr. Tre- 
gaskis records the advances Sicily, such the capture 
Nicosia, Catania and Messina, the invasion Italy 
proper, the air raid Rome, the surrender the Italian 
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government, the capture Naples and the inauguration 
the Allied Military Government that Shortly 
after the fall Naples, while the front line Mounts 
Croce and Corno, the author was struck with shell 
fragment. From Nov. 22, 1943 Jan. 13, 1944 the diary 
records his hospital experiences and his gradual con- 
valescence from complete paralysis the right side 
the time when returned the United States for final 
convalescence. This portion very well handled. 


Although there little permanent value, the diary 
interesting record the difficulties this campaign, 
the reactions the soldiers, the inauguration 
Allied government Italy, the beginnings Italian 
self-rule under Badoglio, Count Sforza and others, and 
hospital administration. 


The fickleness the mob illustrated the quick change 
from the cry “Viva Re” “Via Re” (“Away with the 
(p. 188-9). There slight amount profanity 
and casual references Naples’ “red-light” district (p. 
156; 237). Invasion Diary will interest adults chiefly. 


Look the World. The For- 
tune Atlas for World Strategy. Text the Editors 
Fortune. Knopf. June 26, 1944. 67p and maps. $3.50. 


These maps, drawn from new perspectives, are designed 
not replace the traditional study geography but rather 
emphasize the geographical basis world strategy. 
They are meant supplement rather than eliminate the 
geography ordinarily taught the American schoolchild. 
The basic approach consists getting away from the 
Mercator projection which has the position North al- 
ways the top the page. This was due the fact that 
lettering was most easily placed having North that 
position. What Mr. Harrison does turn the map 
upside down, look from East-West rather than 
North-South angles. maps new directions,” 
the text states “helps get out the totally un- 
necessary strait jacket geographical fixations.” Because 
everything that man sees about him seen from finite 
rather than infinite view, the normal view one seen 
perspective. Thus bomber crews discovered that the 
ordinary map showed them area was when they 
were exactly over the area, other words, too late for 
bombing, that maps had drawn from finite 
viewpoint that showed the objective from the normal 
angle and height approach. fact the experience 
our aviators reading maps over unfamiliar terrain 
leading some drastic revisions symbols and color con- 
ventions which will undoubtedly affect postwar maps for 
the public. 


This collection should useful the public that each 
projection carefully explained. There doubt but 
that the methods employed Mr. Harrison show 
distances and locations manner never revealed text 
book geographies. Europe from the Southwest for ex- 
ample throws into new perspective the cradle modern 
civilization and gives far greater appreciation the role 
the Mediterranean connecting force than does the 
ordinary North-South view. Europe from the East, which 
how the U.S.S.R. views it, looks wholely different than 
Europe from the West which the way ordinarily 
view it. The view Southeast Asia one which Ameri- 
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shall increasingly interested whether will no. 
Such view shows why, the summer 1940, when 
Britain faced actual invasion, Churchill shipped England’s 
only fully armored division from Liverpool the Middle 
East. The views Japan, one the best which ap- 
pears jacket map, reveal the strategy necessary for 
attack upon the island empire. When the Pacific area 
ceases labeled the Pacific arena and goes back its 
former geographical labeling, these maps should useful 
laying the foundations peace. They not, 
course, show the “blood, sweat, and tears” necessary for 
the attainment that peace. The “Eight Views the 
World” reproduced pages and should much 
dispel many the previous misconceptions how the 
world actually looks. The work complete with 
index 3,600 entries. The work recommended 
for those long accustomed getting along with mini- 
mum geographical knowledge well for those who 
wish fresh view the problem areas the world. 
James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 


Raff, Col. Edson Jumped Fight. 
and Pearce. July 20, 1944. 207p. $2.50. 


the foreword this book Hanson Baldwin the New 
York Times lauds definite contribution that 
one the first war books written commander, 
not military format, but plain and simple account 
what happened independent force the Tunisian 
Campaign. addition is, its beginning, story 
the paratroopers, not the detailed story that would give 
the knowledge want but interesting outline 
the life these newest daredevils the air. 


June 1941, Lieutenant Raff was ordered report 
Fort Benning the Parachute Battalion. 
May, 1942 Major Raff was England command 
battalion and November, 1942 participated the first 
parachute attack North Africa. The mission then was 
neutralize and protect airfields and 
mainly because the French were peacefully inclined. 
second mission sent Lieut.-Col. Raff into Central Tunisia 
deny the use airfields the Germans who were at- 
tempting consolidate positions along the coast and in- 
land for successful juncture forces preliminary 
attack. Col. Raff conjunction with the French oc- 
cupied the Tebessa-Gafsa region and denied its use 
the enemy for many months. Had had men and equip- 
ment could have blocked the German escape route and 
possibly shortened the campaign but even 
“Tunisian Task Force” was increased 4,000 men 
many types and was able block enemy occupation 
important territory, his original mission still stood and 
was forced content himself with denying valuable terri- 
tory the Germans. Defense, skirmishes, raids, demoli- 
tion these were his tasks and performed them well. 
After his group had been disbanded 1943 participate 
the general campaign the Germans did break through 
Faid and Kasserine passes and threatened for time 
nullify all the Allied efforts. Colonel Raff tells his 
experiences, his cooperation with the French, the behavior 
his men and officers and his own behavior com- 
mander independent task force. His account 
interesting and may recommended all giving 
better understanding part the Tunisian campaign. 
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Berlin, Ellin. Land Have Chosen. Doubleday, Doran. 
June 16, 1944. $2.50. 


This tale two girls and two countries; the 

erman-born Lisa Blessing and the American Anne 
Brooke. story love and marriage and divorce and 
the desire for security. 


Anne Brooke symbol upper-class female society, 
wealthy and leisured, not necessarily cultured, selfish, 
craving excitement and adventure but loving security 
more. She had grown with Paul Craven, nephew 
Wall Street’s powerful Bruce Craven. Just before Paul 
was take business trip pleaded announce their 
engagement; Anne, with the lurking hope Prince 
Charming, gave half-hearted promise win delay 
several months. Then into her orbit exclusive South- 
ampton society circles came the brilliant graduate 
Harvard’s Law School, Marco Ghiberti, whose mental 
accomplishments were fittingly encompassed 
Greek features. The love first glance developed idylli- 
cally for two months until Anne learned that Marco’s 
father was middle-class commercial, that his mother had 
been servant Italian nobility, that Marco’s reputation 
representative the Italian nobility was based upon 
misrepresentations his friends. decision made 
Marco bit more realistic about American democracy. 


Anne settled into her groove welded security with 
Paul. That peace (of the materialistic sort) was shattered 
when the powerful Craven and Co. went bankrupt due 
Bruce Craven’s defalcation. Marco reappeared for his 
hour triumph the prosecuting attorney. Then Anne 
was ready cast away the penniless Paul (reduced 
mere $200 month from trust fund) favor Marco 
who now was gently firm his refusal. Angling other 
waters, Anne then met the supposedly important Count 
Franz von Erlencamp whose influence with the Nazis lay 
largely his wife Lisa’s prominence. 


Lisa Blessing, the same age Anne, had been born 
Germany. Although she had won fame America 
outstanding actress, she never forgot her pledge love 
Franz von Erlencamp; the height her success she 
returned marry him and live her beloved Munich. 
Gradually Lisa learned that was Naziphile, not 
actually party member; despite his efforts failed 
make her understand that the Jews were not entitled 
the same privileges other Germans. But Lisa remained 
adamant her love freedom. Finally, she decided 
return America with Franz (now secret agent). 
hostage for her return (Lisa was valuable Nazi equip- 
ment because her father had been martyr for whom her 
poetic grandfather had composed heroic song which 
the party had adopted their theme song) the Nazis 
held Lisa’s grandmother. Then the Nazis, through their 
smooth American agent Baron von Elsfeldt, 
applied pressure have Frau Blessing ransomed. Franz 
added his importunities further the ransom; Lisa finally 
agreed. When the money was paid she learned that her 
grandmother had been dead several days and that Franz 
had been aware the deception. left. 


Having been advised smooth Nazi “Woolie” that Anne 
was acceptable the party leaders because her “inter- 
national set” connections, Franz decided marry her. 
had returned Germany orders; Anne embarked 
join him her latest and, implication, the last 


Berlin Lawrence Purcell 


security quest. Simultaneously Lisa applied for her first 
naturalization papers. 


The story largely propagandistic against the Nazi way 
life; mixed with that theme milder one satire 
against the upper class society (e.g., when dis- 
covered that Bruce Craven, Anne’s uncle, descended 
from grocer). this first novel the wife Irving Berlin 
demonstrates superior writing ability even though the 
Land Have Chosen not much above average. This 
because the theme the American way life versus that 
the Nazi way not developed sufficiently through 
variety incident nor characters. recommend the 
novel suitable from moral and literary viewpoint for 
the family. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---August Selection 


Lawrence, Hilda. Blood Upon the Snow. Simon and 
Aug. 11, 1944. 312p. $2.00. 


Soon after private detective Mark East met his new em- 
ployer, archeologist Joseph Stoneman, who 
Mark secretary, sensed that his work was not 
merely that popularizing discoveries ancient ruins. 
The resignation Mrs. Lacey the cook followed almost 
immediately her death was the first suspicious circum- 
stance. But nobody thought murder until the maid 
Florrie left A.M.; then was found strangled and 
frozen. clipping that Florrie had found furnished 
the clue that led the murderer but not until another 
died. The graduated introduction mystery and the 
cumulation suspense make unusually good 
thriller. The murdering done cold-blooded style 
blizzardly atmosphere lonely mansion; hence the 
publisher’s advertising Blood Upon the Snow their 
“August Recommended for anyone who 
likes mystery. 


Catholic Book Club---June Selection 


Purcell, Patrick. Daughter. Putnam. July 
1944. 225p. $2.50. 


Any Irish expatriate who lonely for the country and the 
speech its inhabitants may visit his homeland vicari- 
ously the reading Mr. Purcell’s new book. The views 
will all rose-colored, true, but they are nonetheless 
field daisy but serenely lyrical one Moore’s mel- 
odies. 


Joe Doyle Carrigmichael the fine son poor but 
intelligent parents who, great personal sacrifice, gather 
enough money send him the University Dublin. 
Here meets and falls love with Esther Hanrahan, 
the heiress large estate bordering his father’s farm. 
When both his parents die, Joe not only leaves the Uni- 
versity and returns the farm, but also, due the differ- 
ence their social status, resolves dismiss Esther from 
his mind. The lady, however, has other plans, and the 
remainder the novel concerned with the circuitous 
route which the boy and girl reach the “happily ever 
after” stage. 


Though most the writing mediocre quality, there 
are portions the book that are very well done. Descrip- 
tions typically Irish pastimes such hurling matches 
and country dances are highly entertaining. But 
whole, Hanrahan’s Daughter tends become boring and 
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tedious. the average reader the unending repetition 
arrahs, begors, begobs, dropped g’s and inverted word 
order, say nothing the roundabout habit taking 
two pages say what might expressed paragraph 
—all these become rather wearisome and irritating after 
the first few chapters. Recommended, from moral 
standpoint, all classes readers. 


Saunders, Hilary. Pioneers! Pioneers! Macmillan. 


Aug. 1944. 186p. $2.00. 


Englishmen have always rushed into print with expres- 
sions their impressions after even the hastiest dash 
from coast coast our native land. this the present 
book exception since Mr. Saunders, the author, spent 
more than six weeks among mission for the 
British Ministry Information yet has not hesitated 
publish analysis the American situation while 
the same time modestly declaming his own shortcomings 
for such task. Mr. Saunders, assistant librarian the 
Houses Parliament, was chosen semi-official his- 
torian write what calls pamphlets describing for the 
people various aspects the war and activities various 
arms the military service. One his works, Combined 
Operations, was chosen book club selection the 
United States last year and was sent speaking 
tour this country—object: propaganda, relations, morale. 


Mr. Saunders spent time New York, Washington, Chi- 
cago, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Des Moines, New Orleans, 
Detroit and Canada. spoke war workers and their 
groups, met columnists, stage and screen celebrities, British 
Consuls, Andrew Higgins (to him one the greatest men 
America), several taxicab drivers, two unidentified 
minor labor leaders and one two farmers. was im- 
pressed the vastness the country, its mass production 
techniques and the trouble had with laundries. 
found young, full energy, somewhat gauche and con- 
fused, self-critical, assertive and “foreign” that less 
than fifty per cent our people are English ancestry. 
him the isolationism the mid-West was dormant, 
needing only future failure world diplomacy revivify 
it. the main finds our intentions good and acknowl- 
edges major force the world. pleads for 
world cooperation among Britain, America and Russia 
and warns his countrymen that they must try under- 
stand us. places his hope for the future the youth 
the world guided the counsels his own and older 
generations. 


Mr. Saunders’ book contains little that new im- 
portant. Much true but already common 
edge all sound thinking men. There are one two 
minor indications that Mr. Saunders still thinks terms 
class distinctions. Profanity found several occa- 
sions (pp. and 107), suggestive material pages 
and 96. The book suitable for adults but need not 
highly recommended. 


Churchill, Winston Onwards Victory. War 
speeches, compiled Charles Eade. Little, Brown. July 
13, 1944. 357p. $3.50. 


This collection speeches and statements runs from 
speech delivered Cyprus February 1943 through 
personal message written December 29, 1943 during 


Best 


his convalescence from pneumonia after the Teheran Con- 


ference. The collection provides useful summary the 
major course the war during period when the United 
Nations turned from the defensive the offensive 
Africa, Italy and Russia. Probably statesman mod- 
ern times has had such acute journalistic and historical 
sense Winston Churchill. His style what one might 
call “athletic” its trimness, its adaptibility events, its 
forthrightness. Throughout the work, the reader con- 
scious Churchill’s one driving impulse, get the war 
finished. All questions party, labor, ideology, must wait 
upon the one motif the speeches: get with the 
war. time provides proper perspective, interesting 
read back over the events 1943, the turning point 
the war, the light the calm recital Mr. Churchill. 
The general impression one gains that this military 
man, not politician speaking. Plans for post war re- 
adjustment took little Mr. Churchill’s time effort. 
Questions the British Empire the position India 
particular received short shrift. What Mr. Churchill 
does not say important what does speak about 
the year 1943. One gathers that Parliamentarians were 
able extract minimum information from the Prime 
Minister such questions the Giraud-de Gaulle con- 
troversy the future government Italy. While un- 
stinting his praise Russia whose armies went the 
offensive January, 1943, Mr. Churchill had little pa- 
tience with the English Communists whom felt had 
deserted England its hour need. Churchill his 
best his story the progress the war his 
speeches the House Commons February and 
September 21, 1943. There his ability state plainly 
and without fanfare the setbacks well the victories 
the United Nations gives one the best running ac- 
counts the campaigns. 


Throughout, there underestimation the strength 
and skill the opposing forces. Churchill’s note through- 
out one restraining optimism coupled with the belief 
that the war would won eventually the Allies but 
considerable cost. Domestic issues are shoved the 
background but speech Four Year Plan”, 
Churchill sketched briefly some the domestic improve- 
ments care the young, support larger families, 
general health and education. declared “We must 
beware trying build society which nobody counts 
for anything except politician official, society 
where enterprise gains reward and thrift privileges”. 
Strangely enough, Churchill refers constantly the Eng- 
lish “race” fashion reminiscent the nineteenth cen- 
tury use the term. Liberal the best Conservative 
sense, envisages more democratic England “so big 
that she will need draw her leaders from every type 
school and wearing every kind tie”. Throughout, the 
Prime Minister manifests that sense humor illustrated 
his answer the question why Mussolini’s guards 
failed carry out orders shoot him attempted 
escape, Churchill replied, was not there the time. 
Perhaps was lucky for him.” 


The story Anglo-American cooperation unfolds the 
speeches delivered the Congress May 12, 1943; 
his address the House Commons his return from 
the United States and North Africa, June 1943; and the 
joint statement issued after the Conference Teheran. 
leaves doubt about England’s desire see the 
the Pacific through although his discussion 
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Four Years Plan” March 21, 1943, spoke demo- 
bilization certain extent after the European war 
over. This aroused criticism some quarters but Churchill 
has emphasized over and again, England’s willingness 
carry the Pacific. One the most significant 
Churchill’s speeches was that Anglo-American Unity 
delivered Harvard September 1943 where 
sketched the future possibilities world organization with 
the United States and England sharing responsibility 
world council. 


The collection interesting reading. way obviates 
the kind recital one might expect when Mr. Churchill 
finally gets around writing his memoirs the period. 
For those who would like see world events 
Churchill’s perspective, the work recommended. 


James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 
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Crider, John The Bureaucrat. Lippincott. July 26, 
1944. 373p. $3.00. 


This perhaps one the five most important books 
1944. very unfortunate that comparatively few 
people will read it. The central theme the book, the 
question whether not can retain our democracy 
the face constant expansion the government’s area 
control, does not seem nearly important most 
readers few square miles Normandy one more 
atoll, with unpronounceable name, the South Pacific. 
Actually, there course comparison between the 
great issue whether not the people will able 
control their government, the government, and the 
little territory which cannot possibly have 
any permanent value the United States. But war 
terribly exciting, and economic and social issues are 
dreadfully depressing, that the former receives all the 
publicity, and the bureaucrats continue dominate the 
life the nation. 


The first reaction the title the book perhaps 
assumption that John Crider Republican, and 
disgruntled one, who wants job held some Democrat. 
Actually, member the Washington staff the 
New York Times, seems well satisfied with his job, and 
may believe him, has already turned down several 
jobs which would have offered him bureaucratic haven. 
alarmed the phenomenal increase the number 
and powers federal employees, and emphasizes the fact 
that this growth not due solely war conditions. 
sensible enough realize that cannot back the 
governmental simplicity 1790, and does not recommend 
approves the work various governmental 
agencies, and gives marked praise some the officials 
associated with those agencies. With many other agencies, 
has patience, and condemns their unnecessary exist- 
ence and their overlapping powers. mentions many 
such agencies name. distinguishes between the 


public spirited civil servant and the bureaucrat, the em- 
ployee the state who has convinced himself that the 
state owes him living, and good the case 
necessary agencies, such the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, points the fact that had staff 
eleven workers its inception 1887, whereas now 
has nearly three thousand workers its payroll, which 


Crider Talbot 


runs about ten million dollars year. definitely 
Mr. Crider’s opinion that large percentage the three 
million federal employees now the payroll are per- 
forming necessary function; that just the number 
federal workers did not drop, after the First World War, 
the pre-war figure, too, will there marked tend- 
ency keep the number workers after World War 
considerably higher figure than the one effect previ- 
ous the outbreak war. 


Citing example, develops the effect bureaucracy 
the food program, stating: the farmers’ 
woes was the frightful mess the government made 
the food program when war came. food production 
has somehow been adequate, more credit the 
farmers and God’s weather than any evidence skill 
the part the great bureaucracy 
the farm situation the government had imposed one in- 
flated bureaucracy upon another. The prolific growth 
agricultural agencies had swelled the personnel the 

epartment Agriculture around 88,000 employees. 
Superimposed upon that was the War Food Administra- 
tion, possibly superfluous device with 58,870 em- 
ployees. Here the perfect example the biological 
process bureaucracy which, like the amoeba, divides one 
organism into two ponder the history 
should challenge enough for any citizen who considers 


himself free man” (pp. 166-167-174 passim). 


The point also stressed that are degenerating govern- 
mentally, reference the growing complexity the 
federal establishment. The author inquires: “How can 
the average voter expected know what all about? 
cannot make understandable, then will liv- 
ing under false pretences, for system government 
which the people have only the vaguest idea what the 
government doing can called democracy” (p. 239). 
Emphasis placed upon the fact that bureaucracy has 
been growing irrespective the political party temporarily 
power; bureaucracy cancerous growth that somehow 
manages survive party changes the nation. This 
not attack the party power; admission 
that bureaucracy thrives spite party changes. Un- 
less checked, the author believes will actually destroy 
the freedoms associate with this nation. believes 
can checked, and his remedies will perhaps ap- 
proved desirable and possible most his readers. 
The book cannot possibly overshadowed importance 
more than very few other 1944 publications. can 
be, and is, unqualifiedly recommended all types adult 


readers. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---July Selection 


Talbot, Hake. Rim the Pit. Simon and Schuster. July 
14, 1944. 278p. $2.00. 


Like The Moon Was Red, the Inner Sanctum choice 
two months back, the present story has atmosphere, nov- 
elty and the standard materials melodrama, but the 
combination not enough. Grimaud dead for 
some time the snowy wilds the Maine-Canadian 
border, apparently returns haunt his relatives and pre- 
vent the turning over choice timberland, the sale 


> 


which had allegedly exacted pre-death promise 
from his wife Irene. Assorted individuals are met run 
the mystery earth, mainly way séance which 
may uncover the truth about the legacy the land. The 
séance proved fake, but other preternatural ele- 
ments are inserted: shot from rifle hung too high 
the walls for human hands reach, mysterious shadow 
which the French-Canadian guide calls “windigo” and 
kill which molds silver over 
with Indian curses, yet marking “J.M.J.” There are 
strange messages, murder room with exit, float- 
ing moccasins, and two bottles veronal. The French- 
Canadian does not act like native, the Désanat family, 
whose religion suggested only, have objection the 
séance, and for good measure Czech refugee thrown 
in, who mouths the author’s research Balkan demon- 
ology. There are too many false quotations from Mon- 
tague Summers’ bibliographies witchcraft, and too 
much playing with the idea demon-possession. 
explained natural causes before the close, but the previ- 
ous machinery thus becomes artistically unsound. The 
melodramatic extremes are incredible that suspense 
not sustained. The characters are generally stupid lot, 
evolving sympathy and little interest the reader. 
The detective, semi-hardboiled Rogan Kincaid, has been 
used before. skirts the edges immorality various 
times (pp. 26, 131, 152) and succumbs the final para- 
graph—an all too familiar device the modern detective 
story. difficult believe that the mature reader will 
entertained. 


Gentile, Capt. Don One Man Air Fischer. 
Aug. 1944. 55p. $1.25. 


From stunt flying Piqua, Ohio, ace fighter pilot 
position the record Captain Don Salvatore Gentile, 
accredited the time writing this book (late April, 
1944) with shooting down twenty-three German planes 
and destroying seven more the ground. Don describes 
his constant love flying, his beginning with the RAF, 
his first air victory, and several his more difficult com- 
bats. good human interest tale that will appeal 
all. The title, incidentally, taken from the words 
General Eisenhower when pinning Don the medal 
highest honor. Don would the first tone down 
his story shows how necessary teamwork and even 
though one man may get the credit the rest the squad- 
ron are his interference. 
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